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NEED TRANSLATION? / NECESITA
TRADUCIR?
If you need this email translated to your preferred language, please click on the link above to
open this email in your web browser. Once open, on the right you will see a Translate
Newsletter link where you can pick your preferred language.

Si necesita traducir este correo a su idioma preferido, por favor haga click en el enclace de
arriba para abrir este correo en su navegador web. Una vez abierto, a la derecha verá un enlace
Traducir Boletin informativo donde puede elegir su idioma preferido.

DEAR TWALITY PARENTS AND FAMILIES,
We hope you are enjoying these last days of summer weather. Twality teachers and staff are
busy preparing to welcome your students into their virtual classroom communities.
Community and relationships are going to be more important than ever for us this year. Please
know that we have intentionally built a class schedule that will give students the opportunity
to interact with peers and build connections with their teachers. The �rst days of school will
focus on relationships and building con�dence and competency around using the technical
platforms that will be used to deliver instruction this Fall.

We also are very aware that our students have missed out on valuable instruction time due to
the pandemic. Teachers are working hard to create classrooms de�ned by rigor. Your student
will have opportunities to collaborate and learn with peers and access academic support and
enrichment through small group tutorials during our daily afternoon Flex Times. Our physical
education teachers are developing a conditioning program that offers students the opportunity
to get up and move around after being on the screen. And our performing arts and elective
teachers are working to develop ways for our students to continue to grow creatively and
musically.



This Fall poses unique challenges for all of us and we all want the best for our young people.
Twality teachers and staff want you to know we are in this together, and while school is going
to look like nothing we have experienced before, please know we are committed to creating a
safe, inclusive, and engaging learning environment for all of our students.

Please �nd below dates and details that will assist your family get a positive start to the
school year.

Go Thunderhawks!

Andrew Kearl, Principal

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF WELCOME
Wednesday, September 9, 5:30-7:00 PM via Zoom

Meet Principal Kearl
Learn how to support your child’s learning in the virtual classroom.
Meet Twality counselors and discuss the unique social emotional milestones that de�ne
middle school life.
Learn about Twality’s awesome a�nity group program.
Learn about our 6th grade WEB program.
And much more!

Everyone is invited! Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96083256686.

6TH GRADE WEB ORIENTATION &
WELCOME
Friday, September 11
Twality sixth graders will be invited to fun, virtual small group orientation activities led by their
eighth grade peers (called WEB Leaders). We have a proud tradition at Twality of inclusion and
welcome. We can’t wait to meet the newest members of our Thunderhawk community!
Speci�c details about Orientation and how your student participates will be sent via email
early next week.

Your child's WEB Leader will be reaching out to connect with your student over the course of
the next week to introduce themselves, personally invite them to orientation, remind them how
to access orientation, and to answer any questions or address concerns your child might be
having before school gets started. WEB Leaders are excited to begin connecting with your
student and look forward to getting to chat with them for a few minutes.

https://zoom.us/j/96083256686


Orientation will take place all online this year! To access it, your student will need to have their
iPad charged and ready to go at their assigned time so please help them remember to plug it
in the night before so they won't miss out on any of the fun!

STUDENT SCHEDULES
The �rst day of school is September 14 for all students. Student schedules will be viewable in
ParentVue between September 9-11. Thank you for your patience as we work hard to build
class schedules for 1,000 students on a very short timeline.

All students will be enrolled in Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science, PE, an elective,
and a morning meeting dedicated to building community and academic readiness skills.
Individual questions about your student’s schedule should be directed to your student’s
counselor by email.

Brittany Volk, students with last names beginning A-L, bvolk@ttsd.k12.or.us
Sue Porter, students with last names beginning M-Z, sporter@ttsd.k12.or.us

CLASS MATERIALS, 2019-20 YEARBOOKS,
AND INSTRUMENT PICK-UPS
We will be hosting a few key drive thru materials pick up events for speci�c classes. Teachers
will communicate further details about how to access these pick ups once your child receives
their schedule.

Wednesday, September 24, 7th/8th Grade Drive Thru Pick Up
2019-20 yearbooks, school-rented music instruments, and elective classroom materials as
communicated by teachers.

Wednesday, September 30, 6th Grade Drive Thru Pick Up
School-rented music instruments, and any classroom materials as communicated by
teachers.

VIRTUAL BELL SCHEDULE
Student classes will be held Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 9-11:15 AM and
12:45-1:45 PM with optional Flex Time gatherings from 2-2:45 PM for students seeking small
group support from a teacher. A Wednesday Community Check In with a teacher will take
place 9-9:30 AM to monitor progress.
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ATTENDANCE
Student attendance is critical for academic success. If your child will be absent from a virtual
learning class or day please leave a message about your student’s absence on our attendance
line (503-431-5221). Our Spanish attendance line is 503-431-3521. Please make sure to stay in
touch with our attendance o�ce if your student will be unable to attend online so that we can
excuse the absence.

Attendance will be taken during both synchronous and asynchronous learning. During
interactive instruction times, attendance will be taken by being present in the class meeting.
During asynchronous learning, attendance will be taken through a variety of mediums,
including the completion of assignments, contacting teachers, and meeting with the teacher in
small groups.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
This year is pretty unusual because you won't need the same supplies outside of your iPad and
a way to take notes. Here is a list of recommended supplies to help keep you organized this
year (not required, but might be helpful in some classes):

Head phones with a mic
5 spiral notebooks, college ruled
1/4" grid graph paper, 8 1/2 x 11 notebook
glue stick
metric ruler
inexpensive scienti�c calculator
erasers
#2 pencils



set of colored pencils
highlighters
scissors
100 Notecards, 3x5 any color
ballpoint pens, blue or black
Small whiteboard
Dry erase marker

Class Teachers will let students know of any additional supplies that might be helpful during
the �rst 2 weeks of class.

TECHNOLOGY NEEDS
All students will need access to their school-issued iPad and a wi� connection to access
instruction. Student’s should charge their iPad and check home wi� before the �rst day of
school. Post TTSD student account and Canvas login information in a place that is easy for
your student to access daily. If you have questions about operation of your student’s iPad or
are experiencing wi� di�culties, contact Twality Technology Support Coordinator, Alby
Mendoza, mendoza@ttsd.k12.or.us, (503) 431-5252.

**If you still need to pick up your student's school-issued iPad, please call the Main O�ce to
make an appointment to come pick it up, (503) 431-5200.

FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH
APPLICATION 2020-21
SCHOOL YEAR
As part of the National School Lunch Program, some students
may be eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch. All families
wishing to receive free or reduced-price meals must complete
a new application each school year. It can take up to 10 days
to process an application. Please provide lunch or money for a
paid lunch until you receive notice that the application is
approved. Any meal charges accrued prior to approval are not
reversible.

Link to the application can be found on the school district
website: https://www.ttsdschools.org/Page/159

FAMILY RESOURCES
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If your family has questions about securing basic resources, accessing the Caring Closet, the
Packed with Pride food distribution program, or mental health supports contact Twality’s
Family Liaison, Daisy Santana at dsantana@ttsd.k12.or.us or (503) 431-5195.

Facebook @twality_ms

CONNECT WITH US!

*Our building is under construction, the Twality Main O�ce is
located in the old Templeton Elementary school building. We
can be found on your GPS at 9500 SW Murdock St (same
parking lot as the NEW Templeton Elementary School).

jmcdonald1@ttsd.k12.or.us (503) 431-5200

ttsdschools.org/twality
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